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Appendix: Top Jobs by Region 

The following graphs summarize the largest occupation clusters for each region that 
meet the “top jobs” criteria of above average growth rates and a living wage for an 
individual for that region, along with examples of regional employers for these 
occupation clusters.1  The high growth, good paying jobs suggest momentum and 
opportunity, however, not all good jobs will have above average growth.  To account 
for this, the tables below the graphs detail the top five occupations in a region, by 
number of annual openings, which pay a living wage for an individual in that region 
and show positive growth.  The map below shows the counties included in each region. 
 
Map of Colorado Metropolitan Statistical Areas and Blance of State Regions 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Examples of regional employers were selected using Wanted Analytics and based on largest number of 
online job postings in the past year, when possible. Otherwise, employers were selected using business 
listings available in Emsi.	  
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Eastern and Southern 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare Practitioners 
Hospitals 

Banner Health, Colorado Plains Medical 
Center 

Nursing Care Facilities Sterling Living Center, Sunset Manor 

Sales 
Home Centers  Home Depot, Bloedorn Lumber 
Supermarkets  Safeway, Kroger 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail 
Salespersons 

76  $10.73  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Registered 
Nurses 

74  $29.17  Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Nursing 
Assistants 

49  $11.83  Postsecondary 
non-degree 
award 

None 

Office Clerks, 
General 

38  $12.85  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Maintenance and 
Repair Workers, 
General 

33  $15.59  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Long-term on-the-job 
training 

 
  

115 
155 

Sales 
Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $10.59/hr 



	   3	  

Southwest 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Sales 
Supermarkets  City Market, Natural Grocers 

Sporting Goods Stores  Vail Resorts, Hibbett Sports 

Healthcare Practitioners 
Hospitals  

Centura Health, Montrose Memorial 
Hospital 

Offices of Physicians  
River Valley Family Health Center, 
Colorado West Ophthalmology 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail Salespersons 259  $11.82  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-
the-job training 

Registered Nurses 114  $30.05  Bachelor's degree None 
Cooks, Restaurant 94  $11.32  No formal 

educational 
credential 

Moderate-term 
on-the-job 
training 

Maintenance and 
Repair Workers, 
General 

86  $16.61  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Long-term on-the-
job training 

Office Clerks, 
General 

82  $16.39  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-
the-job training 

 
  

247 
398 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 
Sales 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $11.15/hr 
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Northwest 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Food Preparation & 
Serving 

Full-Service 
Restaurants  Marriott, Beaver Run 
Skiing Facilities  Intrawest, Vail Resorts 

Healthcare 
Practitioners 

Hospitals  Valley View Hospital, Vail Valley Medical Center 

Offices of Physicians  Vail-Summit Orthopaedics, Steadman Hawkins Clinic 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail Salespersons 274  $13.94  No formal educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Maids and 
Housekeeping 
Cleaners 

173  $13.84  No formal educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Landscaping and 
Groundskeeping 
Workers 

157  $15.76  No formal educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Cooks, Restaurant 129  $15.87  No formal educational 
credential 

Moderate-term on-the-
job training 

Maintenance and 
Repair Workers, 
General 

120  $18.63  High school diploma 
or equivalent 

Long-term on-the-job 
training 

 
  

281 
358 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 
Food Preparation & Serving 

Projected annual openings Living	  wage	  for	  an	  
individual:	  
$12.24/hr	  
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Boulder MSA 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare 
Practitioners 

Hospitals  Boulder Community Hospital, SCL Health 

Offices of Physicians  Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers, NextCare 

Computer & 
Mathematical 

Custom Computer Programming 
Services  Oracle, Ansys 

Computer Systems Design Services Intelligent Solutions, Insight Designs 

Business & Finance 

Colleges, Universities, and 
Professional Schools  University of Colorado Boulder 

Other Accounting Services  
Small Business Solutions, Trailhead 
Accounting Solutions 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Software 
Developers, 
Applications 

209  $50.36  Bachelor's degree None 

Registered 
Nurses 

195  $35.67  Bachelor's degree None 

General and 
Operations 
Managers 

139  $57.54  Bachelor's degree None 

Accountants 
and Auditors 

123  $33.50  Bachelor's degree None 

Office Clerks, 
General 

110  $17.93  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-
the-job training 

 
  

389 
455 
456 

Business & Finance 
Computer & Mathematical 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 

Projected annual openings Living	  wage	  for	  an	  
individual:	  $13.65/hr	  
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Colorado Springs MSA 

  
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Education, Training 
& Library 

Elementary and Secondary Schools  
Falcon School Dist., Harrison School 
Dist. 

Colleges, Universities, and Professional 
Schools 

University of Colorado Colorado Springs, 
Colorado Technical University 

Healthcare 
Practitioners 

Offices of Physicians  
Rocky Mountain Health Care Services, 
Mountain View Medical Group 

Hospitals  Memorial Hospital, UC Health 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail 
Salespersons 

484  $11.24  No formal educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

Registered Nurses 349  $30.87  Bachelor's degree None 
Customer Service 
Representatives 

285  $15.50  High school diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

General and 
Operations 
Managers 

204  $45.72  Bachelor's degree None 

Office Clerks, 
General 

194  $16.07  High school diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-the-job 
training 

 
  

746 
797 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 
Education, Training & Library 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $10.79/hr 
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Denver MSA 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare 
Practitioners 

Hospitals  
Health One, HCA – The Healthcare 
Company 

Offices of Physicians  
Panorama Orthopedics, Panorama 
Speech Therapy Associates 

Business & 
Finance 

Corporate, Subsidiary, and Regional 
Managing Offices  Oracle, Anthem 
Offices of Certified Public 
Accountants Deloitte, KPMG 

Management 
Elementary and Secondary Schools  

Cherry Creek School District, Denver 
County School District 

Commercial and Institutional 
Building Construction  GH Phipps, Adolfson & Peterson 

Computer & 
Mathematical 

Computer Systems Design Services  Greystone, PlaNet Consulting 
Custom Computer Programming 
Services Alteryx, VMware 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Registered Nurses 1568  $34.18  Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Accountants and Auditors 1268  $34.33  Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Customer Service 
Representatives 

1192  $16.87  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-
the-job 
training 

General and Operations 
Managers 

1192  $57.40  Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Laborers and Freight, 
Stock, and Material 
Movers, Hand 

1072  $13.09  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-
the-job 
training 

 
  

2,041 
2,287 

2,725 
2,876 

Computer & Mathematical 

Business & Finance 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $12.24/hr 
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Fort Collins MSA 

  
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare 
Practitioners 

Hospitals  UC Health, Memorial Hospital 

Offices of Physicians  
Women’s Clinic of Northern Colorado, 
Eye Center of Northern Colorado 

Construction & 
Extraction 

Plumbing, Heating, and Air Conditioning 
Contractors  

Kimbel Mechanical Systems, Benjamin 
Franklin Plumbing 

Electrical Contractors and Other Wiring 
Installation Contractors 

Integrated Electrical Services, Merit 
Electric 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Registered Nurses 227 $30.62 Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Office Clerks, General 157 $15.95 High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term 
on-the-job 
training 

General and Operations 
Managers 

123 $42.02 Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Secretaries and 
Administrative Assistants, 
Except Legal, Medical, 

120 $17.18 High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term 
on-the-job 
training 

Landscaping and 
Groundskeeping Workers 

105 $14.24 No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term 
on-the-job 
training 

 
  

413 
491 

Construction & Extraction 
Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $11.65/hr 
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Grand Junction MSA 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare Practitioners 
Hospitals  SCL Health, St. Francis Health Center 

Offices of Physicians  
Foresight Family Physicians, Western 
Orthopedics 

Office & Administrative Support 

Telemarketing Bureaus and 
Other Contact Centers  

Glade Park Assoc., Rocky Mountain 
Promotional Products 

Federal Government, Civilian, 
Excluding Postal Service  

Dept. of Veterans Affairs, US Bureau of 
Land Management 

Construction & Extraction 

Electrical Contractors and 
Other Wiring Installers  EC Electric, Mcatlin Electrical 
Support Activities for Oil and 
Gas Operations  

Monument Well Service, CalFrac Well 
Services 

  
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail 
Salespersons 

137  $11.39  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Registered 
Nurses 

109  $33.12  Bachelor's 
degree 

None 

Customer Service 
Representatives 

53  $11.06  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Office Clerks, 
General 

48  $14.76  High school 
diploma or 
equivalent 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Cooks, 
Restaurant 

46  $10.95  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Moderate-term on-
the-job training 

 
  

128 
129 

196 

Construction & Extraction 
Office & Administrative Support 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $10.52/hr 
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Greeley MSA 

  
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Sales New Car Dealers  
Greeley Nissan, John Elway 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge 

Home Centers  Lowe’s, Home Depot 

Transportation & 
Material Moving 

Specialized Freight Trucking, Local  
Eastridge Transportation, 
Mountain Time Express 

Specialized Freight Trucking, Long-
Distance  Swift, Navajo Express 

Construction & 
Extraction 

Support Activities for Oil and Gas 
Operations  

Noble Energy, Basic Energy 
Services 

Electrical Contractors and Other Wiring 
Installation Contractors  

JD Electric, Rocky Mtn Electric 

 
Occupation Annual 

Openings 
Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Heavy and 
Tractor-Trailer 
Truck Drivers 

194  $21.62  Postsecondary non-
degree award 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Retail 
Salespersons 

187  $12.75  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Customer Service 
Representatives 

117  $11.86  High school diploma 
or equivalent 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Construction 
Laborers 

106  $16.91  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

General and 
Operations 
Managers 

85  $46.22  Bachelor's degree None 

 

293 
367 

531 

Construction & Extraction 
Transportation & Material Moving 

Sales 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $10.55/hr 
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Pueblo MSA 

 
Examples of regional employers for above occupation clusters: 

Healthcare Practitioners 
Hospitals  

Centura Health, Parkview Medical 
Center 

Offices of Physicians  
Professional Pediatric Home Care, 
Southern Colorado Clinic 

Office & Administrative Support 

Telemarketing Bureaus and 
other Contact Centers  

Convergys Corp., Global Call 
Center Solutions 

Supermarkets  Albertson’s, Safeway 

Sales 

Warehouse Clubs and 
Supercenters  Sam’s Club 

Home Centers  Lowe’s, Harbor Freight 

New Car Dealers  
Spradley Auto Network, Mike Shaw 
Buick 

 

Occupation Annual 
Openings 

Median 
Hourly 
Wage  

Education Job Training 

Retail 
Salespersons 

116  $11.27  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Registered Nurses 96  $30.44  Bachelor's degree None 

Customer Service 
Representatives 

68  $13.49  High school diploma 
or equivalent 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

Nursing Assistants 46  $15.62  Postsecondary non-
degree award 

None 

Stock Clerks and 
Order Fillers 

43  $11.15  No formal 
educational 
credential 

Short-term on-the-
job training 

 

145 
151 

586 

Sales 

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 

Projected annual openings Living wage for an 
individual: $11.02/hr 


